§4. PHONOLOGY 

§4.1 Syllabic Structure 

The distribution of the phonemes in Mong Njua is simple and 
uniform and is as follows : 

Basic Syllable Pattern: CV 

The symbol (C) above may stand for a single consonant or a consonant 
cluster. The symbol (V) may stand for a single vowel, a vowel cluster 
(diphthong) where the more syllabic vowel precedes, or a nasalized 
vowel. Every vowel contains a contrastive tone. 

The consonantal and vocalic symbols, presented below in the form 
of phonetic-phonemic tables, have mainly the phonetic values given 
them by the International Phonetic Association (IPA). All radical 
deviations from IPA symbols will be explained under "Remarks" 
following the appropriate section. In the present description, my 
symbols are in bold and IPA phonetic values are in bold enclosed in 
square brackets. 

§4.2 Consonants (phonetic-phonemic) 
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Remarks: The "basic unit phonemes" are the Plain Oral Stops, the 
Plam Oral and Nasal Continuants, and the phonemes /h/ and /I/. 
All other phonemes, /ph/ for example, are to be interpreted as clusters 
of two or more segments. (This latter statement includes the sounds 
represented here by the letters f and S which have been chosen for 
phonetic convenience, where properly the strictly phonemic symbols 
♦/hw/ and */hr/ could have been employed.) There will be many more 
lexemes beginning with /p, t, e, J/, etc. than those beginning with 
/ph, th, €h, fh/, etc., and these in turn will be smore numerous than 
those beginning with /mph/ etc. 

The letter h preceding or following another consonant indicates 
aspiration of that consonant. Phonetically, however, /hy/ can be fe, 9] 
and /hi/ can be [4]. 

Exceptions to and modifications of IPA symbols are here given. 
Major variant phonetic values (free variants) for consonant symbols are 
also indicated. 

Stops: e [ts], nz [nz, ndz], f [J, H]» nj Ipi. W]» ^ [t§], nj [i^ij, 
qh [qh, xl, ij\ [NG, Nk]. 

Continuants: v [w, ^J, f [+], hs [sh], y |j, »], n [p], z W, s [§]. 

Stop plus Lateral: kl [kl, tl}. 

In articulation of the Palatal Order, /J/ etc., the tongue tip touches 
the lower teeth and the tongue blade touches the gum-ridge. In 
articulation of the Alveolar Order, /c/ etc., the tongue tip rests on the 
gum-ridge or just forward of it. In articulation of the Retroflex Order, 
/c/ etc., the tongue tip rests in back of the gum-ridge. There is a 
distance of 1/4 to 1/2 of an inch between the alveolar and retroflex 
tongue positions. 

In the pronunciation of certain speakers (seemingly a minority in 
each village), Sfops and Oral Continuants of the Alveolar and Retroflex 
Orders become assibilants, thus causing all but one of them to enter 
the Mong Njua Assibilant Order. One Continuant — namely /z/ — 
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preserves its phonemic identity, since phonetically it becomes [z]. (A 
similar phonemic loss occurs in Southwestern Mandarin. See Y.R. 
Chao, Mandarin Primer, p. 246.3 (2).) 

§4.3 Vowels (phonetic-phonemic) 

A) Single Vowels : 

1 [i, i] w [«] u [u, o] 

e [e] a [a, «] 

B) Vowel Clusters: 

ai [ai, ae] aw [au, a«] au [au, au, o] 

ao [aa, a:, aO, 9] ua [ua, U9, oa, 9] 

C) Nasalized Vowels : 

eij |r», V^] wq [a^] oi) [a^, oi] 

aq p', A^] 

Remarks: Major variant phonetic values (apparently free variants) for 
each symbol are indicated above in square brackets. Exceptions to and 
modifications of IPA symbols are here given, /w/ is /*»], /aw/ is [a«, 
etc.], /ao/ is [aa, etc.]; see table above. 

The allophone [1] of /i/ is a positional variant and only occurs after 
Stops and Oral Continuants in the Assibilant, Alveolar, and Retroflex 
Orders. It will, however, be indicated by the symbol i in the adopted 
transcription. Phonetically, this allophone of phoneme /i/ is very close 
to phoneme /w/ [ti], and in the pronunciation of some speakers 
— especially those brought up in Kang Ho Village or the villages 
of Tak Province — it merges with the latter. Speakers brought up 
in Khun Sathan Village, southern Nan Province, however, very 
definitely distinguish between [i] and [«] and have stated that the 
merging of these two sounds is '*sub-standard" Mong Njua. 

The first member of vowel clusters is predominant, /-q/ is realized 
as nasalization of the preceding vowel plus a weakly articulated velar 
nasal ["% the latter in free variation with zero, /wq/ is an extra- 
systematic phoneme, only occurring in the word hwq 'terribly, awfully'. 

Vowel and Vowel Cluster Constrasts: 

In the following examples, the tones and consonants are held 
constant. 
tl 'to turn around', te 'hand', ta 'truly', (or: 'to be true') tu 

'level place' 
tw 'which?' 
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tai 'dish, cup*, tao *to wait for', tua *to die', tau 'to follow, obey'. 

taw Tire; firewood' 
teij 'to be pregnant (of animals)', taq 'to be finished', tdq 'to 

dye fast' 
ti 'to pile', te 'field', ta 'skirt', tu 'son', tw 'already' 
tai (an exclamative indicating anger), tao (in) da tao 'chopper' 
tua 'single', tau 'pumpkin', taw 'basket' 
teq 'lamp', taq 'to embroider', toq 'edible gourd' 

§4.4 Tones (phonemic) 

Symbol Pitch Description 

ri [55J [54] high or high falling 

ri [35] high rising 

/no mark /or : / '/ [33:] middle level 

ri [22] lower level 

ri [41] full falling 

ri [11: 4- a] [31 + fi] low "breathy" 

ri [214: + 9] [21 4- t] falling-rising glottalized 
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